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We are now accepting nominations for
the 2021 AMPO Awards! This is an
annual awards program designed to
recognize high achievement for both
MPO's and individuals. Please review the
categories and application process below
and submit your nomination by Friday,
June 25th, to be considered!
The Award Ceremony will be held at the
2021 Annual Conference.
Winners do not need to be present to win.

More Information

Submit a Nomination

AMPO NEWS

If you are interested in being included for
consideration for a position on AMPO’s
Board of Directors, please submit your
interest and contact information by
clicking the button below. For more
information, contact Leslie Reardon or
visit www.ampo.org

Board Interest

For more information contact:
Leslie Reardon
lreardon@ampo.org

TECHNICAL UPDATE
Request for Information on Transportation Equity Data
On January 20, 2021, President Biden signed the Executive Order, “Advancing Racial

Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government”
(Equity E.O.). Through the implementation of this Administration priority, the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT or Department) will assess whether, and to what
extent, its programs and policies perpetuate systemic barriers to opportunities and
benefits for people of color and other underserved groups. These assessments will
better equip the Department to develop policies and programs that deliver resources
and benefits equitably to all.
The Department solicits input from the public regarding available or potential data and
assessment tools that could assist in the ongoing and continuous evaluation of Federal
policies and programs concerning equitable services and safety in the transportation
sector.
The full RFI can be found here. Comments are due to the Federal Register by June 24,
2021. AMPO is working with leadership and stakeholder partners to review the RFI,
collect comments from members and determine next steps; please feel free to share
any resources or thoughts with Caitlin Cook at ccook@ampo.org.

Provide Comments via Survey

Download Forum Log-in Instructions
Want to join a working group? Sign up today!

Join a Working Group

FEDERAL UPDATE
USDOT Announces $250 Million in American Rescue Plan Funding Allocations to
Advance 22 Transit Projects in 13 States
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg announced a total of $250 million
in federal funding allocations to help communities across the country protect the jobs of
workers involved in constructing transit projects, ensuring the continued advancement
of those critical pieces of infrastructure, despite the impacts of COVID-19. Twenty-two
transit projects in the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) Capital Investment Grants
(CIG) program will receive these funds. Funding is provided by the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021, which was signed into law by President Biden on March 11, 2021.
The transit infrastructure projects are located in 13 states: Arizona, California, Florida,
Indiana, Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah,
Washington State and Wisconsin.

Read more on MyAMPO or click here.

POLICY UPDATE
Washington Update
More Activity on Surface Transportation Reauthorization Legislation. The Senate
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee met on June 16 to mark up and
approve the Surface Transportation Investment Act of 2021. The bill is one of four
major titles that make up the multi-year surface transportation bill. Read more here.

IN THE NEWS
LA moves closer to offering zero-fare transit
The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (L.A. Metro) is moving
closer to eliminating fares for students and low-income riders. Read more.
AVA is introducing the cutting-edge technology of Autonomous Vehicles to
Pinellas County
PSTA has partnered with Beep to bring our riders the first autonomous vehicle in the
Tampa Bay Area to share the road with personal vehicles. Read more.
From fare changes to boosted bus service, here’s what to expect from Metro
this year
Pandemic ridership changes have led the Board to think more about providing all-day
bus and rail service, rather than focusing on the peaks. Read more.
Low-carbon concrete bill advances in New York
The New York legislature passed a bill last week designed to encourage the use of
low-carbon concrete and cement, a major step aimed at tackling the climate impact of
the construction industry. Read more.
At challenge's conclusion, Smart Columbus to continue its work
Officials said Smart Columbus will now focus on ways technology can help benefit the
region, including through mobility, sustainability and digitalization. Read more.
A Little More Remote Work Could Change Rush Hour a Lot
Traffic has begun to return as the economy has revived. But planners, transit agencies
and researchers are now considering the remarkable possibility that in many places it
won’t revert to its old shape amid newfound work flexibility. Read more.
Automated Driving Systems (ADS) for Rural America
A Ford Transit 350HD automated shuttle bus is about to embark on a two-year journey
traversing a 47-mile loop of Midwestern roadways — with multiple destinations critical
for equitable development of autonomous driving functions along the way. Read more.

CALENDAR

See More
2021 AMPO Annual
Conference
Scottsdale, AZ
October 5-8, 2021

2022 AMPO Planning Tools
and Training Symposium
Fort Lauderdale, FL
May 16-19, 2022

COURSES & TRAINING
U.S. Department of Transportation Hosting a Public Information Session on
Equity
The U.S. Department of Transportation is hosting a public information session on
Equity at DOT next Friday, June 18 at 2PM ET. This session will feature opening
remarks from Secretary Pete Buttigieg, highlight the great work the Department has
done to date, and help promote our open Request for Information (RFI) on
Transportation Equity Data. We appreciate your help promoting this information
session to your networks and your feedback on the RFI.
While we want to prioritize external stakeholders to participate in the live event (capped
at 1,000 pre-registered participants), capacity for watching the live stream on our
website is unlimited. This is a great opportunity for you to learn more about the
Department’s equity agenda, including those who may not work directly on the equity
matters in transportation.
Assessment on the Effectiveness of Performance-Based Planning and
Programming
You are invited to an upcoming webinar sponsored by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) Office of Planning, Environment, and Realty, and Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) Office of Planning and Environment. During this webinar,
presenters will discuss the forthcoming “Assessment on the Effectiveness of
Performance-Based Planning and Programming (PBPP) in Transportation DecisionMaking for State Departments of Transportation (DOTs) and Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs).”
FHWA and FTA commissioned this research study to assess the state of the practice
for PBPP and to share ideas that practitioners can use to enhance their own
processes. This webinar and forthcoming report aim to help planning and programming
staff from the State DOTs, MPOs, and partner agencies (e.g., public transit providers,
FHWA, and FTA) not just to meet Federal regulations, but to achieve their own goals
for the performance of the transportation system.
This webinar will be eligible for 1.5 Certification Maintenance (CM) credits for the
American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP). More information on AICP CM credits
will be shared on the day of the webinar.
Webinar Logistics:
Date: Wednesday, June 30, 2021
Time: 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm Eastern Daylight Time (EDT)

Register here.
Conference on Advancing Transportation Equity: Bridging the Divide Between
People, Research, and Practice
The Transportation Research Board of the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, supported by the U.S. Department of Transportation,
invites your participation in the first Conference on Advancing Transportation
Equity (CATE) to be held September 8-10, 2021 in Washington, D.C. We welcome
contributions from all areas of transportation practice and research, including those that
address links between transportation and housing, telecommunications, health,
policing, or economic development. We are also interested in receiving submissions
from those working on the front lines of transportation equity and justice within
community-based and non-profit organizations. Participants will represent a wide range
of lived and professional experiences and discuss how diverse perspectives are
included in policy development, project selection, and mitigation to advance
transportation equity.
CATE will offer an agenda for participants to attend traditional panel and technical
sessions. The conference will include sessions using accepted submissions from
this Call for Abstracts that are socially interactive, engaging, and enable creative
learning and sharing opportunities. It will also include virtual participation opportunities
for presenters and attendees. Learn more.
2021 Transit Asset Management Roundtable
Save the date! On Tuesday, June 22, 2021, FTA will host the virtual 2021 Transit Asset
Management (TAM) Roundtable.
The annual TAM Roundtable will bring together participants from across the country
who are directly involved in the management of transit capital assets. The session will
feature a panel of transit agency executive leadership discussing future planning for
TAM at their agencies. It will also include a presentation from FTA staff highlighting
TAM program updates.
Interested in hearing about a particular asset management topic at this event? FTA
welcomes input in developing the roundtable program. Share topics of interest you
would like included by emailing TAMRoundtable@dot.gov.
New Environmental and Sustainability Management System Resources
FTA has released three new Environmental and Sustainability Management System
(ESMS) publications to its suite of ESMS resources. ESMS is a tool comprised of
processes and practices that enables transit agencies to reduce environmental
impacts, such as air emissions, and increase operating efficiency in a sustainable
manner. ESMS can provide many benefits, including combating climate change.
The FTA ESMS Resource Series additions include:
FTA Guidebook of Best Management Practices for the Development of an
Environmental and Sustainability Management System (ESMS)
Eight Steps to Identify Environmental Characteristics and Environmental
Influences of Your Organization’s Operations
Three Elements for Sustaining Your Environmental and Sustainability
Management System (ESMS)
The FTA ESMS Resource Series facilitates the development of new programs as well
as the maintenance and improvement of existing ESMS programs, providing
participants with the ability to minimize the environmental impact of their operations
while increasing operating efficiency.
Links:
FTA ESMS Resource Series
FTA ESMS Best Management Practice Guidebook
Eight Steps to Identify Environmental Characteristics and Influences
Three Elements for Sustaining Your ESMS

Please forward this bi-weekly email newsletter to members of your staff that may be interested in its
contents. To subscribe or unsubscribe to AMPO Email, please send an email to staff@ampo.org and
indicate your request. AMPO’s distribution list will be updated approximately every two weeks.
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