BASICS - Bridges And Safety Infrastructure for Community
Success Act

America’s transportation system depends on a safe and reliable network of roads and bridges in every region of the
country. The BASICS Act focuses federal transportation investment on core infrastructure needs by ensuring funding
reaches communities efficiently and is used where it delivers the greatest public benefit.

What this bill does:

o INVESTS IN REPAIRING BRIDGES: Builds on the Bridge Formula Program to continue fixing the nation’s most
deficient bridges, with a focus on both state- and locally owned infrastructure. Unlike prior approaches, the
BASICS Act ensures that funding for locally owned bridges is proportional to the number of locally owned bridges
in each state, directing resources to the worst-condition bridges regardless of ownership.

e DELIVERS REGIONAL PRIORITY PROJECTS FASTER: Metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) are
responsible for developing Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs) that identify local priority projects that
meet federal performance goals. The BASICS Act accelerates delivery of these regionally supported projects by
increasing funding for the Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) program. As the most flexible federal
transportation formula program, STBG allows states and regions to move projects forward efficiently and deliver
tangible benefits for local businesses, workers, and communities in every congressional district.

e FOCUSES ON ROAD SAFETY: Nearly 100 people lose their lives on America’s roads every day. The BASICS Act
strengthens the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) to confront this crisis head-on by increasing overall
safety funding and preventing states from transferring HSIP dollars away from safety priorities. The bill also
ensures that 25 percent of HSIP funding is delivered regionally in both urban and rural areas, giving local
governments direct access to capital for proven safety projects and building on the success of the Safe Streets
and Roads for All program.

o ENSURES TRANSPARENCY AND COLLABORATION: Federal transportation dollars must be accountable to
taxpayers. The BASICS Act improves transparency around how funding flows, what resources are available to
regions, and how projects advance from planning to delivery. By reinforcing collaboration across federal, state,
regional, and local partners, the bill helps ensure projects move efficiently and deliver real results on the ground.

e BUILDS STRONG PLANS FOR RURAL AND URBAN REGIONS: The BASICS Act invests in planning capacity by
strengthening Rural Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs) and increasing Metropolitan Planning (PL)
funding. Strong planning leads to better project selection, faster delivery, and smarter investments, ensuring both
rural and metropolitan regions can advance projects that reflect local priorities and long-term needs.



